The Office of Naval Research and NDIA co-sponsored a “PEO Carriers - Small Business Opportunities Breakfast" on June 22nd, 2003 at the Army & Navy Club in Washington D.C. The breakfast was an early sell out, with 120 representatives from small business in attendance. 

The purpose of the breakfast was to provide an opportunity for small businesses to gain a more in depth knowledge of Aircraft Carrier Technology, in particular the next generation aircraft carrier, the CVN 21 program.  An overview of the CVN 21 program was presented by Capt. Michael Schwartz followed by a discussion of the Carrier Technology or “CARTECH” Management Process by Mr. George Stimak, Office of Naval Research (ONR). Two representatives from the prime contractor, Mr. Bob Schatzel & Ms. Kathleen Etxegoien provided information concerning future technologies and potential subcontract business opportunities within Northrop Grumman Newport News (NGNN).  The intended result was the alignment of small business to the Navy's future technology needs. A short talk was given by Ms. Genesta Smoot Belton providing details regarding the Office of Naval Research’s Small Business Outreach program and recent policy changes within the Small & Disadvantaged Business Utilization (SADBU) office.  The discussion closed with Ms. Gia Harrigan from the Office of Naval Research conveying details for the upcoming ONR Naval-Industry R&D Partnership Conference 2004. 

The breakfast is an example of ONR's "Open Innovation Model" bringing the best technologies to the war fighter, irrespective of source. The model will be expanded in the 2004 Naval-Industry Partnership Conference to be held on August 3-6 at the Ronald Reagan Building & International Trade Center. This years conference will continue to explore the acceleration of the Discovery to Deployment process. The Office of Naval Research as the investment engine for Naval Transformation has a sharp focus on accelerating the deployment of business and academia enabling technologies to support the operational demands of today’s Naval Forces. Technology needs will be presented by members of the Department of Defense including the Department of the Navy, the Office of Force Transformation, the Joint Forces Command, and the Department of Homeland Security.

ONR is actively soliciting small business participation in the conference through the following venues: 

  Technology Exchange between Large and Small Businesses 

  Technology Push to the Government 

  Fleet Technology Interchange 

  Senior Level Speakers/Panelists 

  Exhibits 
Further information regarding subcontract opportunities with NGNN are synopsized in the 23 June Defense News Publication.  
Presentations from this year’s event may be found at the Naval Industry R&D Partnership Conference web site located at http://www.onr.navy.mil/about/conferences/rd_partner/confmat/.
